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1 EXECUTIVEBUMMARY

On behalf offhe Colorado Health Foundation, the bipartisan research team of FM3 Research (D) and New Bridge
Strategy (R) conducted tH2021 Pulse The Colorado Health FoundatidPoll, exploring Coloradans' attitudes

toward a wide range of issues facing thkate. This8 S N & & dzZNISeé odzAft G 2y GKS ¥
2020, and also included more detailed exploration of public sentiment around EI3\WRBccination, mental

health, challenges facing parents over the last yaada range of policies thattate government might pursue

to address major issues facing Colorado

2 KAETS trad &Sk NRA -MpzNIASER SIKA20@ SFRA GAKESS |/ Nif+8 50 KS (2 L) A &
the dominant issue this year with roughly equal proportions volunteering @QVID19 (14%), problems with
government and politics (4%), and the impacts of population growth (13%) as #tateQ a (i 2 LJ . Oukénf f Sy =
Coloradans were prompted to rate their concern with specific issues facingtdbe a number of other issues

showed heightened importance. In particularore than four in five (82%) now view the cost of housing as a
GOSNE aSNR2dzaé ELINELS foifity froth Jast yearf Phbkd iR & similarly high degree of concern
around the cost of living (3%) and the cost of health care5%)¢ indicating that issues related to affordability

are now significant worries for most Coloradans. Atthe same time, concerns about jobs and the economic impact
of the coronavirus have receded sirlest year.

The results also shohA & Ay 3 O2y OSNY | o62dzi YSyidlf KSFHfGKEZ gA0GK
state ¢ up eight points from last year. More specificallypst Coloradans (55%) report having experienced
anxiety in the past yegrand more than two in five have been subject to excessive worrying and difficulty focusing.
While most of those who have experienced challengetheir mental health and welbeingindicate that they

have spoken with family or friends about the issue féaver (2%) spoke with a mental health professional.

Seven in ten Coloradans 1%) now say that they have received at least one dose of a C&l@IPaccine The
unvaccinated tend to disproportionately include younger, Black, and uninsured ColoradatisarRdivisions are

also quite stark: while B6 of Colorado Democrats say they have gotten at least one dose of a vaccine, among
Republicans the figure is only%. The data also show that vaccine hesitancy is also transforming into vaccine
resistanceamong unvaccinated Coloradans, amajoritygfs 0 y2¢ al & (KSe gAff GRSTAYyY

Overall, Coloradans offer mixed evaluations of their financial security. As was the case |atigigane quarter

say that their financial position has ten better over the past year @%0), while essentially the same number

(25%) say that it has gotten worgewvith the remainder indicating that it has not changed. However, these overall
numbers mask stark differences based on income level which wereSa8d RSy i Ay fthe tndst & S| N
affluent Coloradans are more likely to say that their financial situation has improved in the last year, while
those in the lowestincome households are much more likely to say that they are worse off

Looking forwad, many Coloradans express significant economic anxiedarly half (44%) indicate at least one
major source of financial anxietg whether it is worry that they will lose their home, not be able to afford food,
lack health insurance coverage, or losej@ in the next 12 months. These worries are disproportionately
concentrated among certain segments of the Colorado populatiomost notably those who are unemployed,
havehousehold incomes under $50,000 per year, itetir home, live with a disabilityor are uninsured. Women
of color also disproportionately experience these financial worries as theyaloedkdto the coming year.
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As was the case in 202€1ate residentsalsoperceive significanunfairnessin the way that Coloradans of color

are treated when compared to White ColoradansMajorities or pluralities indicate that Black Coloradans,
Hispanic/Latinx Coloradans, and Indigenous/Native American Coloradans are more likely to experience unfair
policetreatment, poor quality or inadequate health care, and unfair treatment in seeking to rent or buy a home
than are White Coloradans. Howevenly threein ten or fewer Coloradans believe thatsian AmericaffPacific
Islander(AAPI)Coloradans are likelytface the same inequities. While AAPI Coloradans are more thigely
othersto perceive the potential for discrimination against them (and are more likely to see it this year than they
were last year), they also see such unfair treatment as more likelppact other communities of color in the

state.

Colorado parents also report that their children have faced some significant challenges over the course of the past
year. In particularhalf (50%) say that their children have faced increased mental liedtrain the past year
Roughly two in five say that their children have struggled with school or learnd§g) (@r have had difficulty
building or maintaining friendships %). Parents in the middle of the income range are more likely to say that
their kids have experienced mental health strain; parents at the lower end of the income range are much more
likely to sg that their kids have had trouble building or maintaining friendships, have had to forego medical or
dental care, or have skipped meals doean inability to afford food.

Parents also report a range of challenges in securing child care for their children over the last twelve months.
About two in five parents (39%) say they have struggled with balancing child care and other responsibilities
and roughly onequarter have had to forego a professional opportunity to provide child (28&6).0or have been
unable to find child care that fit their schedu{@7%)or was affordable 34%). These challenges have been
particularly acute for women andapents of children under five years old.

In response to the challenges Coloradans report facing over the last 12 monthgniesce a wide range of
proposedStateactions and investments to provide additional assistance to ttateQ & NJ5.&lA garBoyildr,a

at least four in five suppodtate government funding more mental health and substance use programs across the
state (84%) and changing regulations to make health care more affordab¥)(8At least threguarters back
increasingstateinvestment to help Coloradans struggling with hunger (79%) and updating laws to prioritize more
affordable housing construction (76%). Solid majorities also suppaiginvestments to reduce the cost of child

care (71%) and increasistate spending tancrease jobs and boost the econondy%o. While all of these policies

win overwhelming support from Colorado Democrats and independents, majorities of GOP voters also back them
¢ with the exception of increasing spending on economic stimulus programs.
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2 (COLORADANJOPCONCERNS

When asked to name the issues facing skete that most concern them, Coloradans most frequently point to the
COVIEL9 pandemic and related issyesith 14% identifying it as a top concern. However, this percentage has
declined !nce 2020whenmore than onequarter of those polledlagged it as the most pressing issue facing the
state (26%).Consistent with last yeaconcern about the pandemic has not displaced the many other issues that
Coloradans view as pressing concerns.séhiaclude the functioning aftate and local government and the role

of politics in thestate (volunteered byl4% of those polled)population growth and related developme(it3%),

the economy (10%) and affordable housia@op).

FigurelY / 2f 2NJ RIyaQ +ASéa 2F (ke az2aid { SNA2dz

Coloradans name COVID, growth and government and politics asthe biggest
concerns facing the state.

In afew words of your own,what isthe most im portant issue facing Colorado right now?

(Open-ended; Responses 2% and Above Shown, n=1213)

Coronavirus/COVID-19/Pandemic e 14 %
~ Government/Politics mEEEE e 14 %
Overpopulation/Grow th/Overd eveloé m e 130
Economy/Jobs m—— 10 %
Affordable housing I 10 %)
Water e 7 %
Cost of living s 7 %
Hom elessness IEEGG——— ()
Climate change I — 5
~ Environment s 5%
Health care/Health insurance/Health S 2 %
Roads/Infrastructure T —— 4
Public safety/Crime mu— 4 %
Wildfires m—— 39
Education s 3%
Taxes m—— 2%
Traffic/Congestion m— 2%

Other I 7%
None/Nothing mmm 19

Donot k n o w /pisesmsmi onqe
Refused mmm 1%

@ QU Split Sample 0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 0% 2% 4% 1% 4

Respondents were also offered a list of major concerns facingtite and asked to rate each as either an
GSEGNBYStezé ¢EO2NNE X 2dia 26 GISNKRIZAESILINER D f B Se s O2
out as particularly acutelhe cost of housing is the top concegiby far¢ with 82% of those polled rating it at
fSFald | &@SNE apeftlion trt cutscidsBab fedovfs of thestate and nearly every major
subgroup of the population. Other top concenredated to personal finances includiee cost ofliving (73%) and

the cost othealth care(65%).
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Figure2: Rating of the Seriosness of Problems Facing Colorado

Problem Total Very
Ext/Very Serlous Serious Serlous Serlous/DK

The cost of housing . 82% | 51% 31% | 13% | 5%

The cost of living 73% 42% 30% 19% 8%

Homelessness 72% 35% 36% 20% 8%

The cost of health care 65% 35% 30% 23% 12%

Mental health 63% 26% 37% 24% 13%

Divisions betv_v_een peo_ple of different 61% 3206 29% 23% 15%
political parties

Harm to the economy caused by coronavirl 61% 30% 32% 25% 13%

Climate change 52% 32% 21% 15% 32%

The quality of public education 52% 24% 28% 26% 22%

Air and water pollution 51% 25% 25% 29% 20%

Drug and alcohol use 50% 20% 30% 32% 18%

Gun violence 46% 23% 23% 23% 31%

The cost of child care 44% 21% 23% 20% 35%

Jobs and the economy 44% 17% 28% 30% 26%

Racial bias andiscrimination 43% 18% 25% 23% 34%

Crime, in general 41% 16% 24% 41% 19%

Hunger 41% 13% 27% 32% 28%

lliness and deaths caused by coronaviru| 40% 18% 22% 28% 33%

lllegal immigration 38% 24% 14% 20% 42%

Police violence and misconduct 32% 15% 17% 24% 43%

Other than cosbf-living concerns, a number of other issues also rate highly on the list, including homelessness,
mental health, political divisions within thetateQa LJ2 LJdzf | G A2y > FyR SO2yalvh O KI
GKAOK I NEBaAaBNAZBAaGaOESINRBOEf SYa o0& |0 f JNbtdbly, candemBdut the/ T A ¢
economic impacts of the coronavirus (viewed s ad SEG NBEPYSNB ¢ A 8NX 2dzaé¢ O2y OSNYy o
is much broader than concern about the illness andttet may cause (which onK0% rate as equivalently
serious).

¢CKSNB KI 98 0688y a2Y$8 y2aGlo0tS OKFy3ada Ay (KS raadsSa
illustrated below in Figure 3. Concern about the cost of housing has increagsedti@ly¢ up a full 15 points

relative to last yeag and concern about the cost of living is alsal@points. Coloradans have also grown notably

more concerned about air and water pollution, up foints over the past year, and also about climaterdea

(up eight points). Concerns about mental health and drug and alcohol use have also grown since last year (by
eight andfive points, respectively), likely reflecting the impact of the pandegnichich, as detailed later in this

report, has had wideanging impacts on Colorada@isental healthand weltbeing Broader economic concerns
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have declinegignificantly relative to last year, when economic uncertainty was much greater in the early days of
the pandemic.

Figure 3 Changes in Concern About Majmssues Facing Colorado, 262021

Compared to last year, concerns about COVID and the economy have receded while
concerns over the cost of living — and particularly housing - have increased.

Problem Difference

The cost of housing 67% 82% +15%
The cost of living 63% 73% +10%
Air and water pollution 41% 51% +10%

Climate change 44% 52% +8%

Mental health 55% 63% +8%

Drug and alcohol use £5% 50% +5%
Homelessness 67% T2% +5%

Hunger 39% 41% +2%

Racial bias and discrimination 42% 43% +1%
lliness and deaths caused by coronavirus 43% 40% -3%
The quality of public education 57% 52% -5%
Police violence and misconduct 38% 32% -6%
Harm to the economy caused by coronavirus T4% 61% -13%
Jobs and the economy 63% 44% -19%

Some striking differencese evident in the way subgroups of Coloradans view these issues

1 Women express greater concern than men on nearly every issue. Some of the starkest gaps are on mental
health, harm to the ecoomy causd by COVIEL9, drug and alcohol use, gun violenkenger, and illness
and deaths caused by COMIB.

1 Respondents under age 50 are more concerned when it comes to the cost of living, mental health, harm
to the economy caused by COMIB, climate bange, the cost of childcare, hunger, and police violence
and misconduct. Those 50 and over express greater concern on political divisions, gun violence, the
economy, crime, and illegal immigration.

9 Blackrespondents are far more likely to see illness dedth from COVIR9 as a togier concerng 61%
say it istextremelyé or avery serious ¢ compared to respondents of other ethnicities.

1 Cost of living is also a much greater concern among respondents of color, particularly African Americans
(81%) andHispanic/Latinx Coloradan@3%) than among white residents (67%).

9 Concern over the cost of housing is similar among homeowners and renters, although renters view other
aspects of affordabilityith greater concerrthan homeowners do.

1 Unsurprisingly, reaction® issues that have been divisive politically are perceived very differently by
voters of different parties (as illustratdatlow in Figure 4; iliness from COVID9, pollution and climate
change, the cost of childcare, racial discrimination and policeanduct, gun violence, immigration, and
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hunger are all viewed drastically differently. However, the divisions among political parties are seen as
similarly concerning across partisan lines. Additionally, the seriousmgssvhichthe cost of housing,

the cost of living, homelessness, harm to the economy caused by €@VpDblic education, drug and
alcohol use, the economy, and crime atewed vary little across partisan lines.

Figure4: Divisions in Perceptions of the Serioussgof Problems Facing Colorado, by Party

(Ranked byb Extremely/Very Serious Among Registered Voters)

Al | Party
Respomlents ‘ Democrats Independents Republicans

The cost of housing 82% 87% 81% 79%

The cost of living 73% 79% 2% 64%

Homelessness 72% 79% 68% 66%

The cost of health care 65% 76% 64% 53%

Mental health 63% 70% 63% 57%

Divisions betv_vgen peo.ple of different 61% 60% 66% 61%
political parties

Harm to the economy caused by 61% 64% 59% 63%

coronavirus

Climate change 52% 82% 52% 18%

The quality of public education 52% 50% 53% 45%

Air and water pollution 51% 67% 54% 27%

Drug and alcohol use 50% 56% 45% 48%

Gun violence 46% 69% 46% 23%

The cost of child care 44% 55% 46% 29%

Jobs and the economy 44% 45% 42% 43%

Raciabias and discrimination 43% 60% 44% 27%

Crime, in general 41% 38% 40% 40%

Hunger 41% 51% 41% 27%

lliness and deaths caused by coronavird 40% 64% 34% 20%

lllegal immigration 38% 17% 38% 62%

Police violence and misconduct 32% 55% 26% 14%
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3 COLORADANSERSPECTIVES MENTAIHEALTFANDWELEBEING

As noted in the previous sectiorree in five Coloraal/ & @A Sg YSy Gt f KSFEGK Fa Fy ¢
problem (63%), compared to 55% in 2020. A majarfit@oloradansay they have experienced anxiety in the past

year (55%) and more than two in five report having felt difficulty focusidgojdand excessive worrying3¢4).

More than onethird say (i K 8edefd depressed, grief or loss, and difficulty connecting withrftis and family.

Figue 5 Mental Health Impacts Experienced by Coloradans in the Last 12 Months

Most adult Coloradansreport having experienced anxiety over the last 12 months;
more than one-third have faced arange of other mental health challenges.

The next few questions are about som e of the mental health im pacts people may have experienced in the last
12 months. Please tell me if you have experienced any of the following in the past year:

Anxiety

Difficulty focusing

Excessive worrying 43% 56%
Depression 38% 61%
Grief or loss 36% 63%

Difficulty connecting with your family and friends 35% 64%

o
8
N
N
8
N
S
2

60% 80% 0%

5 %
@ Q21 mYes WNo = Don't Know .

Thereare some notable demographic differences within the population in the degree to which Coloradans report
havingfacedchallenges with mental health aweell-being

B

1 Women patrticularly those under age 5(&ported experiencing all mental health impacts at higher rates
than men;

1 AsianAmericans andPacific Islanders were more likely than other ethnic groups to experience anxiety,

1 Those facing financial difficulties were more likely to suffer mental hehliienge, as were unemployed
respondents compared to employed ones;

1 Lesbian, gay and bisexuakpondents reported these impacts at higher rates;

1 Renters faced greater levels afixiety, difficulty focusing and excessive worrying than homeowners; and

1 Coloradans living with a disabili#yso suffered mental healtbhallengesnore frequently.

ManyColoradans also indicate that they haa&en steps to seelelp with their mental halth challenges, though

in most cases they have turned to informal networks of help rather tiodrealth professionals. Most report that
they spoke to familyor friends about their mental health challenges9¢) and approximately half spoke to
someone with similar concerns to them (49%)nly D% spoke to a health professional. Consultation with a
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professional was more widespread amolggbian, gay and bisexu@loloradans, those with a disability, and
youngerColoradang, especially Democrats and women.

Figure 6:Sources of Help and Support for Coloradans Facing Mental Health Challenges

While most Coloradans discussed mental health challenges with family and
friends, only about three in ten spoke with a health professional.

Did you talk to any of the following about you

% Wheo Spoke with a Source of Support

Family or friends

Sormeone who has had

0 o
similar concerns to yaurs w2k

A health professional

0% 200 0, B

®
[¥]

m'Yes EMo Dion't Know

(Subgroups Most Likely to Have Spoken
with a Mental Health Professional)

Demeographic Group % of Sample

LGB 53%

Live with a Disability 50%
Identify as *Wery Liberal" 48%
Women Ages 18-49 4T
Democratic Women L%,
Democrats Ages 18-49 £1%
Women with College Ed. or Higher 41%
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4 COLORADANAND THECOVIB19VACCINE

More than twothirds of respondents reportetiaving received at least one dosetb& COVIBEL9 vaccine {1%).

Of course, it must be kept in mind that a number of factors may lead to-@prting of vaccination in survey
research. First, to the extent that vaccination is seen as socially desirable, some unvaccinated Coloradans may
overreport the degree to which they have received the vacgiegen if they have not managed to get vaccinated

yet, or retain some ambivalence about the idea. Second, some of the same lack of trust in public institutions that
steers people away from takingvaccine may also make them less likely to participate in public opinion surveys.
Nonetheless, the reported vaccination rates in the survey can yield some insights about the relative rates of
G OOAYFGA2Y FY2y3 RAFFSNByltodadzo ANRdzLIA 2F / 2f 2NF R2Qa&

Figure7: SelfReported Vaccination Rates Among Adult Coloradans

Over two-thirds of Coloradans report having gotten at least one dose of the
vaccine; the starkest differences in vaccination rates are partisan.

rEry
WOrmeEn

Ages18-49
Agpas S0+

White

Black/african ammerican
&sian/Pacific Islander
Hispanic/Latin:x
Mative Srerican

Private Insurance
Covermment Plan
Crher INsuUranae
Uninsured

Cearmocrats
Independents
Republicans

\ 4

There are some notable demographic differences in therele to which Coloradans repohaving been
vaccinated:

1 Women report being vaccinated at a slightly higher rate than timeile counterparts

1 White and Asiaimerican andPacific Islander Coloradans report the highest vaccination rates with over
sevenin-ten being vaccinated among both race/ethnicities, while Afridarericans have the lowest rate,
with just two-thirds.

1 Nearl all Democrats report being vaccinated, wioldy less than threén-five Republicanseport the
same. Independentsreported higher vaccination rates than Republicans, boe-quarter remain
unvaccinated
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9 There is a gap in vaccination ratestweendifferent age groups: while9%o of those ages 50 and over
reported being vaccinated, only5% of those ages 189 reported the same a 14percentage point
difference

1 Coloradans with health coverage, either from their employer or the government, are muchlikedyeto
be vaccinated, while only half of Coloradans without health insurance report having received the vaccine

1 There is a connection between education and vaccination rates, with Coloradans who foaveyear
college degreeeporting higher vaccination rates than those wtit one.

Among Coloradans who report thaye still unvaccinated, only about a quarter indicéhtat they plan on getting
the vaccine in the future, whilever half (54%) indicatethat their intent is defiitely to not get the vaccinésee
Figure 8. Coloradans who are the most likelydmpress a definite commitment to remaining unvaccinasee
those who identify as very conservative (75%% over the age of 65 @P0); attend religious services regularly
(68%);are registeredRepublicans (66%®)r areuninsured(63%).

Figure8: Vaccination Plan&\mong Unvaccinated Coloradans

Most unvaccinated Coloradans say that they “definitely” will not get the
vaccine.

Which of the

Subgroups of Unvaccinated Coloradans Most Likely
Get a vaccine as soan as | can . O, to Say They Will "Definitely Not” Get Vaccinated
% Who Will
et e e e i “Definitely
Giet avaccine at some paint } Subgrou Sefin
but want to wait longer - 124 9 P Not" Get
Vaccinated
Mot sure if | want to get a ) Identify as “Wery Conservative” T5%
vaccine 22% |
Attend Religious Services Regularly BE%
Definitely not planning ] ) —
to get a vaccine =4% Republicans 1o
Uninsured B3%
Don't know I %%
White 62%
Men With Some College or Less CR%
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5 (CoLORADANY/IEWS OAHEIRHNANCIAISECURITY

Overall, Coloradans are divided on how their financial security has shiftedi®/eourse of the past yeaHalf
(51%)say their financial position is unchanged, whitee-quarter (24%) say it has improved arahother quarter

say it has worsene®%%). These trends areearly identicato those observed in the 2020 survey, whene-

quarter reported an improved financial condition, cgearter a more negative one, and the rest said their
financial position had stayed the same. The socioeconomic patterns in responses were also very similar to last
year ¢ with those on the lowest ld of the income spectrum most likely to say that their financial situation had
worsened, and the most affluent Coloradans most likely to say that it had improved. Responses among middle
income Coloradans were more mixed.

Figure9: Change in Financial Sition Over the Past Year

Coloradans who have lower incomes or are unemployed report that their
financial status has worsened in the past year.

re better off o : off financially than y

Employed Full-time 19%
Much better - 9% a Employed Part-time 52 23%
Total Better Unemployed 52%
. hat b 24%
omewhat better
B - White 23%
Black/African American FiE 22%
Asian/Pacific Islander 18%
Hispanic/Latinx FEEEA 26%
aout the same | v Native American 2t
Some College or Less FEE 30%
Somewhat worse 15% Total Worse Four-year College or More 19%
25% =$30,000 43%
Much worse 10% $30,000-$50,000 29%,
$50,000-$75,000 30%
$75,000-$100,000 FEE 21%
$100,000+ B
Don't know I 1% o ‘_. ﬂ:lﬁ‘ﬁ.n:: e
- . + o ® Total Better Taotal Worse

4

In addition those whose employment has been directly impacted by the CO¥fandemidparticularly those
who have been laid offire much more likely to report a worsening of their financial statughile those who
remain enployed fulltime are in a much more comfortable position.

FigurelO: Change in Financial Situation Over the Past Year, by Employment Status

e o™ responcents e, batone, REired Unerpioyed La o
Better 24% 31% 15% 18% 9% 18%
About the Same/DkK 51% 50% 61% 57% 37% 30%
Worse 25% 19% 23% 24% 52% 52%
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Looking forward over the next year, significant minorities of Coloradans anticipate financial striggglesen

16% and nearly three in teexpresO2 Y OSNY | 02dzi f2aAy3d GKSANI K2YS 0650l
or mortgage (2%); being without health insuranc7%); not always being able to afford enough food to feed
themselves and their family 829; or not being employed during thmming year (16%), as shown in Figure 11

Figurell: Sources of Financial Anxiety for Coloradans in the Coming Year

About one in five Coloradans are worried about losing their home in the next
year — an anxiety with a clear correlation to income level.

1 might lo

Employed Full-time 20% 78%
Very worried . 8% Total Employed Partl-tlrr'l; [19% | 81%
N Unemploye 52% £86%
Worried ploy!
Somewhat worried - 13% 21% White [17%) 82%
Black/African American 7%
Asian/Pacific Islander T9%
Hispanic/Latinx 33% 66%
Mative American E 60%
Mot too worried - 22% Total Not
Worried Homeowners P25 B7%
T7% Renters | 41% | 58%
Mot at all worried 55%
<$30,000 | 48% | 51%
$30,000-$50,000 59%
$50,000-%$75,000 29% TO%
$75,000-$100,000 85%
Don't knew | 2% $100,000+ [+ 92%
Tk “ 20 o 20 & i B0 [an}
0% B% 0% 4ER B0 T
B Tatal Worried Total Mot Worried

Nearly three in ten are worried that someone in their household will be
without health insurance coverage over the next year.

How worried are you that you or someone else in your household will be without health insurance coverage
over the next year?

Em;:loyeé:l Fulltime | 25%] T4%
" 5 Employed Parttime 64%
Very worried - 12% Tot§l Unemployed 54%
Worried
Somewhat worried 15% 27% . White | 22% 76%
Black/African American | 22% T7%
Asian/Pacific Islander 66%
Hispanic/Latinx [ 41% | 58%
Native American | 42% | 58%
Total Not )
Not too worried - 23% Worried Private Insurance 0% 80%
72% Government Plan 69%
2 Other Insurance [26%)! 73%
Not at all worried 49% Uninsured 36%
<$30,000 57%
$30,000-$50,000 | 47% | 52%
$50,000-$75,000 [32% | 66%
$75,000-$100,000 75%
Don'tknow 1% $100,000+ 149 86%
80% 60% 40% 20% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
0% 15% 30% 45% 60%

W Total Worried Total Not Worried
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Nearly one-quarter are worried about not always being able to afford enough
food for their family.

Thin rt , ed : U that you might not gh

Employed Full-time 79%
Very worried . 7% Total Employed Part-time 73%
Worried Unemployed I 47%
Somewhat worried - 16% 23% White 175 B83%
Black/African American | 29% | T%
Asian/Pacific Islander 82%
Hispanic/Latinx 59%
o . Total Not Mative American 62%
or foo wortie 2% W,';:;g:d Some College or Less | 31% | 69%
Four-year College or More a7%
Mot at all worried 54% Y g =
<4$30,000 46%
$30,000-$50,000 54%
$50,000-%$75,000 T2%
$75,000-$100,000 B3%
Don't know | 1% $100,000+ -] 94%
- b = B Tatal Worried Total Mot Worried
4

About one-in-five are worried they might not be fully employed over the
next year.

jed are you that might no

Don't plan on being - 18-29
employed 22% 30-39

40-49

50+

Very worried . 5% Total White

) Worried Black/African American

Somewhat worried - n% 16% Asian/Pacific Islander

Hispanic/Latinx
Native American

. All People of Color
Not too worried 17%

. =$30,000
Mot at all worried 39% $30,000-$50,000
$50,000-$75,000
$75,000-$100,000
$100,000+

Don't know . 5%

o 53 306 45

4

Looking at the responses to these questions collectively, the prevalence of economic anxiety among Coloradans
is clearly evident. &hrly half of alColoradans44%) anticipate that they will face at least one of these struggles

in the coming year. Tdse who anticipate facing at least one challeage disproportionatelyunemployed have

limited incomesare Coloradans of color (espalty women) are renters,or live with a disability
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Figurel2: Subgroups Most Likely to Anticipate at Least Ond-ofurFinancial Challenges
%Expecting at Least

Subgroup One Financial
Challenge
ALL COLORADANS 44%
Unemployed 82%
No health insurance 74%
Household income <$30,000 72%
Household income $30,06860,000 67%
Latino women 67%
Latinos ages 50+ 66%
Renters 63%
Native Americans 62%
Latinos 61%
Women of Color 59%
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6 PERCEPTIONS ORFAIRTREATMENT GBOLORADANS (BOLOR

Consistent withthe findings ofthe 2020 Pulse survey;oloradanscontinue to perceive a wide range of racial
inequities in thestate ¢ and in particular believe thaBlackAfrican American HispanicLatirx, and Native
American/Indigenougoloradans are more likely thadhite Coloradans to be treated unfairly by police, receive
poor quality or inadequaténealth care or be treated unfairly when seeking to rent or buy a ham&s noted
above, the cost of housing and health care imarkong the top concerns for the residemtkthe state ¢ and these
data suggest that Coloradans beliaugair treatmentexacerbatstheir impact on communities of color.

¢tKSaS LISNOSADGSR AySldzAidGASa INB LI NIAOdzZ NI & | OdziS ¢
in Figure 13.Three in five Coloradans think that Black residents ofdtae are more likely than White ones to

be treated unfairly by police, and roughly half perceive the samfirnesswhen it comes to health care or
opportunities to purchase a home.

Figurel3: Perceived Likelihood dfinfair Treatmentfor Black Coloradans

About six-in-ten believe Black Coloradans are more likely to be treated
unfairly by police.

Total
More Lkly.

40% 20% 25% 60%
Receive poor gquality or inadequate health care 35% 48%
31% 22%

Be treated unfairly by police

Be treated unfairly when seeking to rent or buy a home 31% 9% 52%

® Much Mere Lkly. =Smwt. More Lkly. Mo Diff. Smwt. Less Lkly. ® Much Less Lkly. = Don't Know

While it is true that Black Coloradans are more likely to perceive these inequities than are white Coloradans, the
same is also true for other communities of color. As illustrated in Figure 14 on the following page, Hispanic/Latinx
Coloradans anthdigenas/Native Americai€oloradans have perceptions that parallel those of Black Coloradans,
and AAPI Coloradans are even more likely to perceive that Black Coloradans do not have an equal opportunity to
obtain quality health care or to purchase a home.
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Figure 14Perceived Likelihood dfnfair Treatment ofBlack Coloradans, by Race/Ethnicity

Coloradans of color are more likely than whites to perceive that Black
Coloradans disproportionately face these experiences.

=] :

Race/Ethnicity

Experience / L
. EHE.'CK (e Hispanic/ Native All Peaple
White African Pacific
Latinx American of Calor
American Islander
Be treated unfairly by police 59% 6%, T2% 69% BE9% 68%
Receive poor quality or 48% 46% 59% 67% 55% 55% 57%
inadequate health care
Be treated unfairly when seeking  coq 50% 65% 68% 60% 62% 6%
to rent or buy a hame

A4

Roughly half of Coloradans believe that Hispanic/Latinx Coloradans are more likely than Whites to receive unfair
treatment from police, inadequate health care, amfair treatment in purchasing a home (Figure 15), and similar

proportionsperceive that Indigenoudlative American Coloradans face the sagpes ofunfair treatment(Figure
16).

Figurel3: Perceived Likelihood dfinfair Treatmen of Hispani¢Latinx Coloradans

Only slightly over half believe Hispanic Coloradans are more likely to be
treated unfairly by police.

a5 |ike

(12 s
u thin}

Total
More Lkly.
Be treated unfairly by police 32% 53%
Receive poor quality or inadequate health care 23% 23% 36% 46%
Be treated unfairly when seeking to rent or buy a home 22% 27% 35% 49%
0 20 409 &0 805 008
m Much More Lkly. =Smwt. More Lkly. No Diff. Smwt Less LKly. ®mMuch Less Lkly. mDon't Know
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Figurel6: Perceived Likelihood dfinfair Treatment ofindigenous orndigenous/Native AmericarColoradans

Almost half believe Indigenous or Native American Coloradans are more likely to be
treated unfairly, but to a lesser degree than Hispanic or Black Coloradans.

Total
More Lkly.

Be treated unfairly by police 23% 32% 13% 48%

Receive poor quality or inadequate health care 27% 21% 32% 14% 48%

Be treated unfairly when seeking to rent or buy a home 21% 24% 33% 14% 46%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
m Much More Lkly. m Smwt. More Lkly. No Diff. Smwt. Less Lkly. m Much Less Lkly. m Don't Know

¥)

|
The data for AsiaAmerican and Pacific Islander Coloradans tell a somewhat different story, as illustriigdrim

17 on the following pageOverall, Coloradans are much less likely to perceive Alsein Americamnd Pacific
Islander Coloradans facmfair treatment with justthree in tenor lessholding that perception overall. However,
AAPI Coloradans areare likely to perceive that they are subjectuafair treatment in health care, housing, and
policingg with nearly half agreeing that AAPI Coloradans face worse outcomes than whites in each of the three
areas raised (as shown in Figure 18). At the sdme, AAPI Coloradans are more likely to say that Black,
Hispanic/Latinx, and Indigenous and Native American Coloradansifdae treatmentin each of these areas

than they are to say that AAPI Coloradans face them.
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Figure 17Perceived Likelihood dfinfair Treatment ofAAPIColoradans

Coloradans are much less likely to believe that Asian-American Coloradans

will face unfair treatment.

Be treated unfairly by police B:E3 20% 49%

Receive poor quality or inadequate health care JEMEE pETS 52%

Be treated unfairly when seeking to rent or buy a home =L 21% 4T%

G0 S0

0% 20% L0 el

i nMuch More Lkly.  »Smwt. More Lkly. Mo Diff. Smwt. Less Lkly. = Much Less Lkly.

Total
More LKly.

% 13% 25%

6% 12% 30%

m Don't Know

Figure 18Perceived Likelihood dfinfair Treatment ofAAPI Coloradans, by Race/Ethnicity

Asian American Coloradans, however, do perceive that they are more likely
to face unfair treatment.

Race/Ethnicity
Experience ; -
: EiI.:-lch-a LEEG Hispanic/ Native All Peaple
White African Pacific
Latinx American of Calor
American Islander
Be treated unfairly by police 27% 33% 45% 3a% G4% 37%
el e 25% 3% 29% 48% 29% 39% 32%
inadequate health care ' ' : h
Be treated unfairly when seeking - — - - 100 - -
To rent of buy & horme 30% 29% 30% 49% 35% 46% 36%
\’ 27 &
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Overall, these perceptions of inequities have not changed dramatically since our 2020 survey, as illustrated
CAIdNE mMpod 6[Fad &SFNRna &adz2NBSeé RAR y2d4 AyOf dzRS |
Indigenous/Native American Coloradarsd did not include questions about inequities in access to hogsing
The lack of change in perceptionunfair treatment ofAAPI Coloradans is noteworthy, given increased attention

in the past year to discriminatiomarassment antate crimes directed against members of the AAPI community.
However, there have been increases in perceived discriminamnawngAAP| Coloradans: the proportion of AAPI
Coloradans who say they are subject to unfair treatment by police has risen from 45% tadd the proportion

who say they are subject to receiving worse quality health care has risen from 38% td@addibn, the survey

did not ask about the degree to which AAPI Coloradans are subject to discrimination in their interaction with other
members of the public, which is where much of the documented increase wAaian sentiment has occurred.

Figure 19: Chage inPerceived Likelihood afJnfair Treatmentof Coloradans, 2022021

There were a number of other noteworthy differences in perceptions of inequitable outcomtnegeneral the
youngest Coloradans are more likely to percaiveair treatment of Coloradans of colothan are their older
counterparts; women are more likely to perceive them than are nwallegeeducated respondents are more
likely to perceivaunfairnesshan those without a college degreand there are dramatic ideological differess,
with liberal Coloradans much more likely to perceive them than are conservative ones.
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