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Coloradans name COVID, growth and government and politics as the biggest 
concerns facing the state.



A Sampling of Respondent Perspectives on the Most Important Issue Facing 
Colorado



When asked to rate their concern with a wider range of issues, the cost of housing, 
homelessness and health care costs emerge as major concerns. 



The cost of child care is a concern for nearly half of Coloradans – more than jobs or 
crime.



Compared to last year, concerns about COVID and the economy have receded while concerns 
over the cost of living – and particularly housing – have increased.



There are some notable differences by race and ethnicity in the level of public 
concern about major issues.



Coloradans with lower incomes express more acute concerns about a wide range of 
issues.



There are deep partisan divisions on concern about climate change, immigration, 
police misconduct and health impacts from the coronavirus.





Coloradans who have lower incomes or are unemployed report that their financial 
status has worsened in the past year.



About one in five Coloradans are worried about losing their home in the next year –
an anxiety with a clear correlation to income level.



Nearly one-quarter are worried about not always being able to afford enough food for 
their family.



Nearly three in ten are worried that someone in their household will be without health 
insurance coverage over the next year.



About one-in-five are worried they might not be fully employed over the 
next year.





Nearly half of all Coloradans are worried about at least one of these four financial 
stresses.
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Sizable numbers of Coloradans have put off medical or dental care or faced reduced 
work hours or wages in the past year.



Lower-income households are more likely to have experienced most of these 
challenges in the past year.



Uninsured Coloradans are much more likely to have postponed health care.



These experiences largely cut across racial and ethnic groups within the population.



Women are more likely to report having postponed health care.



Those whose financial situation has worsened over the past year are also more likely 
to have faced a range of other challenges.





Most adult Coloradans report having experienced anxiety over the last 12 months; more than 
one-third have faced a range of other mental health challenges.



Younger female Coloradans are particularly likely to say that they have faced these 
challenges.



Women of color were especially likely to report experiencing excessive worrying.



To a large degree, challenges with mental health and well-being cut across racial and 
ethnic lines.



LGB Coloradans and those who live with a disability also report higher rates of 
mental health strains over the past year. 



Those who have faced financial disruptions are more likely to also report mental 
health challenges. 



There is also a notable correlation between household income level and experiencing 
challenges with mental health and well-being.



While most Coloradans discussed mental health challenges with family and friends, 
only about three in ten spoke with a health professional. 





Over two-thirds of Coloradans report having gotten at least one dose of the vaccine; 
the starkest differences in vaccination rates are partisan. 



Most unvaccinated Coloradans say that they “definitely” will not get the vaccine.



Almost one in five parents/guardians have already vaccinated all their children, but 
nearly two in five are hesitant.



Democratic and more secular parents are more likely to get their children vaccinated.





About six-in-ten believe Black Coloradans are more likely to be treated unfairly by 
police.



Coloradans of color are more likely than whites to perceive that Black Coloradans 
disproportionately face these experiences.



Only slightly over half believe Hispanic Coloradans are more likely to be treated 
unfairly by police.



Again, Coloradans of color are more likely to perceive that Hispanic Coloradans will 
face unfair treatment.



Almost half believe Indigenous or Native American Coloradans are more likely to be treated 
unfairly, but to a lesser degree than Hispanic or Black Coloradans.



Again, that perception is more prevalent among Coloradans of color.



Coloradans are much less likely to believe that Asian American Coloradans will face 
unfair treatment. 



Asian American Coloradans, however, do perceive that they are more likely to face 
unfair treatment. 



There has been little change since last year in the perceptions that Coloradans of 
color experience unfair treatment in policing or health care.





About half of Colorado parents report that their children have experienced increased 
mental health strains in the past year.



White and Native American parents are somewhat more likely to report that their 
children have experienced mental health strains.



Mothers are more likely to report their children having experienced mental health 
strain than are fathers.



Seven-in-ten parents of kids who have experienced a challenge are worried about the 
impact it has on their children’s health and well-being.



Two in five parents have found it more difficult to balance child care and other 
responsibilities.



This is particularly true for mothers and parents of children under 5 years old.



Parents of color have also faced more challenges related to child care than have 
white parents.



In particular, mothers of color report the most frequent challenges with securing 
child care.



More affluent households are less likely to experience challenges with child care.



Parents whose financial situation has worsened in the past year have also faced 
more challenges with child care.





Over eight-in-ten Coloradans would support increased State government spending 
on mental health and substance use services.



Support for each of these policies is much stronger among Democrats.



Support also tends to be more intense in the Denver Metro region.






